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MCLEOD LAKE INDIAN BAND 

DEVELOPMENT LAW  

MLIB-2026-01 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Tse’Khene of the McLeod Lake Indian Band have a special relationship with the land within 
their traditional territory based on respect for the spiritual value of the earth and the creatures 
and plants placed thereon by the creator; 

The McLeod Lake Indian Band has, by band council resolution MLIB.041001.06 dated April 10, 
2001, formalized these values in the following McLeod Lake Indian Band vision statement: 

“We, the Tse'Khene Nation (People of the Rock) are a proud people. We believe 
the Creator put us here as stewards of the land. We will regain our Traditions to 

cultivate a respected, united, self-sufficient community. We recognize all 
people as equal regardless of name and ancestry. Our governing body is elected 

based upon integrity, honor, accountability and transparency to all members. 
Together we will provide healthy, educated self-sufficient and prosperous 

lifestyles for our future generations.” 

We have enacted the McLeod Lake Indian Band Land Code as an embodiment of our inherent right 
to self-governance, and under the Land Code, we govern and protect our Reserve Land.  

The McLeod Lake Indian Band of the Tse'Khene Nation desires that development and growth on 
our Reserve Land align with our values and goals. 

We also desire that Development and growth on our Reserve Land be carried out in a manner that 
is well planned, that ensures the health and safety of McLeod Lake Indian Band Members and that 
complies with standards to ensure the protection of persons and property on Reserve Land.  

The McLeod Lake Indian Band enacts the following law based on these values. 
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PART 1– INTERPRETATION, PURPOSE AND APPLICATION 

1. SHORT TITLE 

1.1 This Law may be cited as the McLeod Lake Indian Band Development Law. 

2. DEFINITIONS 

2.1 In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires: 

“Applicant” means any Person, including for certainty MLIB and a Member, that applies 
for a Development Permit under section 8; 

“Application Fee” means any fee to be paid to MLIB in respect of Development Application, 
as may be prescribed by regulation from time to time; 

“B.C. Building Code” means the British Columbia Building Code established under the 
Building Act, SBC 2015, c 2, as amended or replaced from time to time;  

“B.C. Fire Code” means the BC Fire Code established under the Fire Safety Act, SBC 2016, c 
19, as amended or replaced from time to time;  

“B.C. Electrical Code” means the BC Electrical Code adopted under s. 70 of the Electrical 
Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 100/2004, as amended or replaced from time to time;  

“Community Lands” means lands that are held for and on behalf of all Member-in-
Common;  

“Consultant” means any Person contracted or employed by MLIB to provide professional 
or technical guidance in relation to this Law; 

"Council" means the McLeod Lake Indian Band's "council of the band", as that term is 
defined in the Indian Act; 

“Development” or “Developments” means the activities set out in subsection 4.1 ; 

“Development Application” means an application made under subsection 8.1 for a 
Development Permit;  

“Development Officer” means: 

(a) a person appointed under subsection 17.1 for the purpose of carrying out the 
powers, duties and functions of a Development Officer under this Law; or 

(b)  if no such person has been appointed, the Land Stewardship Director;  
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“Development Permit” means a permit authorizing a Development issued in accordance 
with Part 3; 

“Engineering Requirements” means any engineering standards related to Development 
and applicable on Reserve Lands, including those established or adopted by MLIB from 
time to time; 

“Environmental Assessment Approval” means an environmental assessment approval 
issued under paragraph 18.1(c) of the MLIB Environmental Assessment Law; 

“EA Exemption Certificate” means a certificate issued by the Land Stewardship Director 
under subsection 12.1 of the MLIB Environmental Assessment Law, which confirms that 
a Person is exempt from obtaining an Environmental Assessment Approval; 

“Exemption Confirmation” means written confirmation, issued under section 6.4(a), 
that a proposed Development may proceed without a Development Permit;  

“First Nation Lands Register” means the lands register established pursuant to the 
Framework Agreement, or any successor lands register that may be established to replace 
the First Nation Lands Register; 

“Framework Agreement” means the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land 
Management dated February 12, 1996, as amended or replaced from time to time; 

“Immune Person” means, for the purpose of section 26, present or past Council, and MLIB 
employees, servants and agents, including the Land Stewardship Director and the Land 
Management Committee; 

“Indian Act” means the Indian Act, RSC 1985, c I-5, as amended or replaced from time to 
time; 

“Interest” means any interest, right, or estate of any nature in or to certain Reserve Lands, 
as set out more particularly in the Land Code; 

“Land Code” means the McLeod Lake Indian Band Land Code, dated for reference 
November 1, 2002 and first brought into force on May 20, 2003, amended on August 10, 
2022, and as may be further amended or replaced from time to time; 

“Land Management Committee” means the elected committee tasked with carrying out 
various activities related to Reserve Lands, as provided for in the Land Code; 

“Land Use Plan” means the McLeod Lake Indian Band Land Use Plan, ratified on October 
5, 2021, as amended or replaced from time to time; 
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“Land Use Zone Designation” means the land use planning statements set out in the Land 
Use Plan allocating Reserve Lands for specific uses; 

“Land Stewardship Director” means the person that oversees the administration of 
Reserve Lands and other MLIB lands; 

“Law” means this McLeod Lake Indian Band Development Law, as amended or replaced 
from time to time and any associated regulations; 

“Licence” means any right of occupation or right of use in respect of certain Reserve 
Lands, as set out more particularly in the Land Code; 

“McLeod Lake Indian Band” or “MLIB” means the McLeod Lake Indian Band, recognized 
as a Band under the Indian Act, or any successor to the McLeod Lake Indian Band; 

“Member” means a person whose name is lawfully entered on the band or membership 
list maintained under the McLeod Lake Indian Band Membership Code dated August 4, 
2004, as amended from time to time; 

“Member-in-Common” has the meaning given to that term in the Land Code; 

“National Building Code” means the National Building Code of Canada 2025, as amended 
or replaced from time to time; 

“Person” means a natural person, MLIB, Members, non-Members, Council, a corporation 
of any type, partnership, society, a government or regulatory bodies; 

“Reconsideration Application” means an application to Council made under subsection 
13.1 seeking the reconsideration of a determination made under subsection 12.1; 

“Registered Professional” means: 

(a) a person who is registered as an architect with the Architectural Institute of 
British Columbia under the Professional Governance Act, SBC 2018, c 47; or 

(b) a person who is registered as a professional engineer or as a professional 
Licencee engineering with the Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of the Province of British Columbia under the Professional 
Governance Act, SBC 2018, c 47; 

“Reserve Lands” means any MLIB reserve, or any portion thereof, that is subject to the 
Land Code; 

“Resolution” means a resolution by a quorum of Council at a duly convened meeting; and  
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“Works and Services” means the services, facilities or 
utilities on Reserve Lands. 

3. AUTHORITY, PURPOSE, APPLICATION AND 
INTERPRETATION 

3.1 This Law is authorized by section 18.1 of the Framework 
Agreement and sections 7.1 and 7.2 of the Land Code. 

3.2 The purpose of this Law is to promote safe, 
environmentally sustainable, convenient and well-
planned use and development of Reserve Lands. 

3.3 This Law applies to all Development on Reserve Lands. 

3.4 Unless otherwise provided for under this Law, the words, 
expressions and rules of construction used in this Law 
have the same meaning as in the Land Code. 

3.5 In this Law, the following rules of interpretation apply: 

(a) words in the singular include the plural, and 
words in the plural include the singular; 

(b) if a word or expression is defined, other parts of 
speech and grammatical forms of the same word 
or expressions have corresponding meanings; 

(c) the expression "must" is to be construed as 
imperative, and the expression "may" is to be 
construed as permissive; 

(d) unless the context indicates otherwise, 
"including" means "including, but not limited to" 
and "includes" means "includes, but not limited 
to"; 

(e) where a provision is expressed in the present 
tense, the provision applies to the circumstances 
as they arise; 

(f) a reference to a law or enactment includes any 
amendment to it, any enactment that replaces it, 
and every regulation made under it; and 

The following text in blue is 
provided solely for guidance. It 
does not form part of the MLIB 
Development Law, and must not 
be used to interpret the law. 

Section 3 explains why the Law 
exists, who it applies to, and how it 
should be understood. 

The Law is made under the MLIB 
Land Code and the Framework 
Agreement (s. 3.1).  

The Law’s purpose is to make sure 
Development on Reserve Lands is 
safe, environmentally responsible, 
well planned, and respectful of the 
community (s. 3.2). 

The Law applies to all 
Development on MLIB Reserve 
Lands (s. 3.3). This includes 
Development by Members, 
non-Members, businesses, and 
MLIB itself. 
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(g) headings form no part of the Law and must be 
construed as being inserted for convenience of 
reference only. 

3.6 The provisions of this Law are severable, and where any 
provision is for any reason held to be invalid by a 
decision of a court of competent jurisdiction: 

(a) the invalid portion will be severed from the 
remainder of this Law; and  

(b) the decision that it is invalid must not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Law. 

3.7 This Law is to be construed as being remedial and must 
be given such fair, large and liberal construction and 
interpretation as best ensures the attainment of its 
objectives. 

PART 2 - GENERAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

4. ACTIVITIES REQUIRING A DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

4.1 Subject to subsection 5.1 and subsection  7.1, a Person 
must obtain a Development Permit before carrying out 
any of the following activities (“Developments”) on 
Reserve Lands: 

(a) subdivision of lands; 

(b) stratification or other division of Interests or 
structures into strata units, subleases or shares;  

(c) construction, alteration, installation, addition, 
enlargement, repair, removal, demolition or 
renovation of buildings or other structures, 
including: 

(i) signs; 

(ii) trailers and mobile homes; 

(iii) carports; 

 
If part of the Law is later found 
invalid, the rest of the Law still 
applies (s. 3.6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 4 sets out the types of 
activities (called Developments in 
this Law) that require a 
Development Permit before 
Development work can begin. 

Most physical changes to or 
physical uses of Reserve Lands 
require a Development Permit 
before work begins. Legal changes 
to lands, such as subdivision and 
stratification (i.e. dividing a parcel 
of land into multiple units, such as 
a condo building), also require a 
Development Permit. 

A list of activities requiring a 
Development Permit is at s. 4.1.      
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(iv) fences; 

(v) swimming pools; 

(vi) decks; and 

(vii) docks; 

(d) construction of a road, sidewalk or intersection; 

(e) installation of, or any activity that involves 
impact, changes or alterations to, sewer systems, 
water systems or other Works and Services; 

(f) activities that involve impact, changes or 
alterations to connections to Works and 
Services; 

(g) clearing, grading, blasting, drilling, excavating or 
other similar alterations of lands; 

(h) use of Reserve Lands as a garbage dump, waste 
facility or hazardous waste facility; 

(i) the removal or cutting of more than a trivial 
number of trees; 

(j) placement of cargo containers; 

(k) removing or depositing more than 10 m3 of soil, 
fill or gravel in any twelve (12) month period; 
and 

(l) any other activity prescribed by regulation. 

5. EXEMPT ACTIVITIES  

5.1 Subject to subsections 5.2 and 6.1, a Person may, 
without obtaining a Development Permit, carry out the 
following Developments on Reserve Lands for which that 
Person holds an Interest or Licence, or in the case of 
MLIB or an MLIB department, on Community Lands: 

(a) the construction, installation, alteration, 
addition, enlargement, repair, removal, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 m3 of soil is aproximately one 
dump truckload or 10 pick up 
truck loads. 
 

 

 

Section 5 describes small or low-
impact Developments that may be 
carried out without a Development 
Permit, provided specific 
conditions are met. 
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demolition or renovation of a building or 
structure, such as a garden shed, boatshed or 
woodshed that, as applicable: 

(i) is not used for residential purposes; 

(ii) has a footprint of less than 200 square 
feet;  

(iii) has no foundation or footings; 

(iv) does not require excavation of more 
than 1.5 meters below grade;  

(b) the construction, alteration, repair, removal or 
demolition of a smokehouse if the building or 
structure used as a smokehouse: 

(i) is located at least 15 meters away from 
all other buildings or structures, 
overhead wires, cables or forested 
areas; 

(ii) is equipped with a shovel and a water 
hose connected to an available water 
supply;  

(iii) has a footprint of less than 200 square 
feet; and 

(iv) has no foundation or footings; 

(v) does not involve excavation beyond 1.5 
meters below grade; 

(vi) notice of the construction of the 
smokehouse is provided to any 
neighbors; and 

(vii) the Person complies with any other 
MLIB policies related to burning or 
smoke emissions; 

 

Constructing or changing small 
buildings or structures that are 
under 200 square feet (about the 
size of a one-car garage), not used 
for living purposes, have no 
foundation/footings and have 
excavation of less than 1.5 meters 
deep (or about 5 feet) does not 
require a Development Permit 
(para. 5.1(a)). 

 

 

Constructing or changing small 
smokehouses (200 square feet or 
less, about the size of a one-car 
garage) with no foundation/ 
footings and excavation of less 
than 1.5 meters (or 5 feet below 
grade), and that also meet safety, 
location, and notice requirements, 
does not require a Development 
Permit (para. 5.1(b)). 
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(c) the construction or alteration of an unenclosed 
and non-roofed deck less than 0.6 meters, being 
approximately 2 feet, above grade;  

(d) the installation or construction of a non-
structural fence or sign that is: 

(i) not designed to support structural 
loads;  

(ii) supported only by individual posts or 
surface mounted anchors; and 

(iii) does not require excavation beyond 1.5 
meters below grade;  

(e) the construction, alteration or demolition of a 
trail, driveway or internal road located entirely 
within a single parcel of land and serving a 
single-family residential dwelling;  

(f) non-structural alterations, renovations or repairs 
to a building or structure; 

(g) landscaping that does not require: 

(i) excavation deeper than 1.5 meters 
below grade; or 

(ii) in any twelve-month (12) period, the 
deposit of more than 10 m3of soil, 
gravel or other material; 

(h) the installation or placement of a storage trailer, 
cargo container or another temporary structure 
that: 

(i) is not used as a permanent residence; 

(ii) does not have a hook-up or a 
connection to Works and Services; 

(iii) is installed for no more than three (3) 
months in a calendar year; and 

 
Building or making changes to a 
small deck (approx. 2 feet above 
grade or less) that have no roof 
and are not enclosed by walls 
does not require a Development 
Permit (para. 5.1(c)).  

Building or putting up a fence that 
does not provide structural 
support, only uses individual 
posts with surface mounted 
anchors, and does not involve 
digging deeper than 1.5m (approx. 
5ft below grade; para. 5.1(d)). 

Building or changing driveways or 
trails entirely within one parcel of 
land where the driveway or trail 
only serves a single-family home 
does not require a Development 
Permit (para. 5.1(e)).   

Non-structural repairs or 
renovations do not require a 
Development Permit (para. 5.1(f)). 

Landscaping that does not involve 
digging deeper than 1.5m (approx. 
5ft below grade) and does not 
remove more than approximately 
one dump truckload (or 10 pick up 
truck loads) of soil per year does 
not require a Development Permit 
(para. 5.1(g)).  

Placing temporary c-cans or 
storage trailers that are not used 
as residences and are not 
connected to services does not 
require a Development Permit 
(para. 5.1(h)). 
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(iv)  is not placed or stacked on top of 
another storage trailer or temporary 
structure; and 

(i) any other activity prescribed by regulation. 

5.2 Despite subsection 5.1, a Person is not exempt from the 
requirement to obtain a Development Permit for a 
Development carried out on Reserve Lands if the 
Development: 

(a) will contravene the rights granted under any 
applicable Interest or Licence;  

(b) will be carried out on a culturally significant site; 

(c) is likely to result in contamination or pollution of 
a water body; and 

(d) will be carried out within 30 meters of a water 
body. 

6. DEVELOPMENT PERMIT EXEMPTION CONFIRMATION 

6.1 A Person seeking to carry out a Development listed 
under section 5.1 on Reserve Lands without a 
Development Permit must, in advance of carrying out 
the Development, obtain an  Exemption Confirmation in 
accordance with this section. 

6.2 A request for an Exemption Confirmation must be 
submitted to the Land Stewardship Director in writing 
and include the following information:  

(a) the requesting Person’s contact information, 
including name, address, phone number, email 
and, if applicable, incorporation number; 

(b) the Reserve Lands on which the Development 
activity will take place; 

(c) a description of the Development, including the 
approximate location of the development 
activity in relation to lot boundaries; and 

 
Council may pass regulations that 
add other activities to this list of 
Developments that do not require 
a Development Permit (para. 5.1 
(h)).  

 

Even if a Development normally 
does not need a Development 
Permit, the exemption does not 
apply in certain situations. In 
those cases, listed under s. 5.2, a 
Development Permit is still 
required. 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 6 explains that the 
activities that do not need a 
Development Permit (exempt 
activities listed under s. 5.1) still 
require a Person to provide the 
MLIB Land and Stewardship 
Director with written notice that 
they intend to carry out the activity 
(s. 6.1).   

Before any work begins the Person 
needs to get an Exemption 
Confirmation from the Land and 
Stewardship Director (s. 6.1). 

A Person must request this 
confirmation from the Land 
Stewardship Director and include 
details about the activity and the 
land involved (s. 6.2). 
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(d) except where the requesting Person is MLIB, 
confirmation that the Person holds an Interest or 
Licence in respect of the Reserve Lands on which 
the Development will take place. 

6.3 Upon receipt of a request submitted under subsection 
6.1 , the Land Stewardship Director may: 

(a) refer the request to any MLIB department or 
staff for comments on whether the Development 
could affect a culturally significant site; and 

(b) request any additional information that the Land 
Stewardship Director sees fit. 

6.4 After reviewing the request submitted under subsection 
6.1 and any additional information received under 
subsection 6.2, the Land Stewardship Director must 
either: 

(a) confirm that the Development may proceed 
without a Development Permit, and issue an 
Exemption Confirmation in accordance with 
subsection 6.5; or 

(b) refuse to issue an Exemption Confirmation if the 
Land Stewardship Director is of the view that the 
Development is not within the scope of 
subsection 5.1 or otherwise contravenes this 
Law. 

6.5 An Exemption Confirmation issued under subparagraph 
6.4(a): 

(a) must be in writing; and  

(b) may require any modifications to the 
Development, or include any terms or 
conditions, that the Land Stewardship Director 
considers appropriate to ensure the 
Development is safe and appropriately situated 
on the Reserve Lands. 

 
Once the Land Stewardship 
Director receives a request for an 
Exemption Confirmation, they 
may: 

• ask for more information; 
or 

• refer the request for 
cultural review (s. 6.3). 

The Land and Stewardship 
Director will then:  

• confirm the Development 
can go ahead and provide 
an Exemption 
Confirmation; or  

• find that the Development 
cannot go ahead because 
it is not exempt or it 
violates the Law for 
another reason (s. 6.4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Exemption Confirmation could 
contain some small, required 
modifications to the Development 
(for example, a requirement to 
move the location of the 
Development slightly if it appears 
to encroach on a neighbour’s lot) 
(s. 6.5).  

The activities can be carried out 
once the Exemption Confirmation 
is received. 
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6.6 If, pursuant to paragraph 6.5(b), the Exemption 
Confirmation requires modifications to the Development 
or includes terms or conditions, a Person may only carry 
out the Development in accordance with those 
modifications, terms or conditions. 

6.7 If the Land Stewardship Director refuses to issue an 
Exemption Confirmation under paragraph 6.4(b), the 
Land Stewardship Director must provide the affected 
Person with written reasons setting out why it was not 
issued. 

7. EMERGENCIES 

7.1 Council may, by Resolution, authorize a Development to 
be carried out on any Reserve Lands without a 
Development Permit if Council is of the view that the 
Development is urgently needed to prevent injury, loss 
of life or significant property damage, including where 
any of the following are imminent, occurring or have 
occurred: 

(a) flood; 

(b) fire; 

(c) loss of utility services, including sewer backups; 

(d) extreme wind;  

(e) ice or snow storms; 

(f) earthquakes; 

(g) landslides; and 

(h) other natural and non-natural disasters.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Stewardship Director   
will provide a written explanation 
when they decide that the activity 
is not exempt, and a Development 
Permit is required (s. 6.7). 

 

In emergencies, Council may 
allow Development without a 
Development Permit if urgent 
action is needed to prevent 
serious harm, such as floods, 
fires, or utility failures (s. 7.1). 
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PART 3 – DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS AND 
APPROVALS 

8. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 

8.1 For certainty, an Applicant may only apply for a 
Development Permit under subsection 8.2 if one of the 
following applies: 

(a) an Environmental Assessment Approval has been 
issued in respect of the Development; 

(b) an EA Exemption Certificate has been issued in 
respect of the Development; or 

(c) the Development does not require an 
Environmental Assessment Approval or an EA 
Exemption Certificate.  

8.2 An Applicant may apply for a Development Permit by 
submitting a Development Application in accordance 
with subsections 8.3, along with any prescribed 
Application Fee, to the Land Stewardship Director. 

8.3 A Development Application must be in the form or 
manner established by the Land Stewardship Director, 
and must include the following information and 
documentation, as applicable, in respect of a proposed 
Development: 

(a) confirmation of one of the following:  

(i) an Environmental Assessment Approval 
has been issued; 

(ii) an EA Exemption Certificate has been 
issued; or 

(iii) neither an Environmental Assessment 
Approval nor an EA Exemption 
Certificate is required; 

 

Section 8 explains how to apply for 
a Development Permit. 

Before applying for a Development 
Permit, a Person must ensure that 
any requirements under the MLIB 
Environmental Assessment Law 
are met. The Person must show 
one of the following for a 
Development:  

• they have an 
Environmental 
Assessment Approval; 

• they have an 
Environmental 
Assessment Exemption 
Certificate; or 

• that neither an 
Environmental 
Assessment Approval nor 
an Environmental 
Assessment Exemption 
Certificate was required (s. 
8.1).  

To apply for a Development 
Permit, a Development 
Application must be submitted to 
the Land Stewardship Director 
with any required fee and include 
detailed information such as: 

• information about the 
Applicant and the land 
where the Development is 
proposed to occur; 

• confirmation of a legal 
Interest or Licence in the 
land; 
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(b) the Applicant’s contact information, including 
name, address, phone number, email, and if 
applicable, any incorporation number; 

(c) the address and the legal description of the 
Reserve Lands on which the proposed 
Development will take place; 

(d) except where the Applicant is MLIB, confirmation 
that the Applicant holds an Interest or Licence in 
respect of the Reserve Lands on which the 
Development will take place; 

(e) a description of the proposed Development, 
including: 

(i) the anticipated duration of any 
construction, alteration, repair, 
removal, demolition or other 
undertaking;  

(ii) any potential impacts to Reserve Lands 
generally, including water on such 
lands, or the environment; and 

(iii) any anticipated impacts to Members, 
adjacent neighbours or the MLIB 
community; 

(f) design plans or as-built drawings for any 
improvements to be constructed; 

(g) any infrastructure requirements, including:  

(i) roads, intersections, sidewalks, paths, 
trails, streetlights, drainage works, 
dyking, flood protection, sewer, water, 
stormwater management, drainage, 
flooding and erosion measures, 
airstrips, air pads, fuel storage, fences, 
bridges and gates; and 

 

• descriptions of the 
proposed Development 
and its impacts; 

• plans, drawings, surveys, 
and professional 
certifications of the 
Development where 
applicable; 

• confirmation that relevant 
laws, plans, and codes will 
be followed; and 

• acknowledgements 
relating to engineering 
requirements, inspections 
and liability (ss. 8.2-8.3). 
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(ii) landscaping and planting of trees, shrubs, hedges or other natural 
features;  

(h) if the proposed Development includes cutting or removing trees, a tree 
management plan that describes the tree cutting or removal; 

(i) if the proposed Development includes excavation and the use of a contaminant 
that could pose a risk to human health or the environment, a contaminated soil 
management plan that describes how the contaminated soil will be removed or 
treated; and 

(j) a demonstration that the following have been or will be complied with, as 
applicable: 

(i) the Land Use Plan; 

(ii) the MLIB Environmental Management Plan; 

(iii) the National Building Code; 

(iv) the B.C. Building Code; 

(v) the B.C. Fire Code; 

(vi) the B.C. Electrical Code; 

(vii) any other relevant MLIB law, regulation, policy or code that may be in 
force or in effect, including those related to: 

1. zoning; 

2. environment; 

3. subdivision; 

4. heritage conservation; 

5. culturally significant sites; and 

6. minimum standards for the construction and safety of buildings; 

(viii) any Engineering Requirement; and 

(ix) any directions from a Registered Professionals; and 
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(k) if subdivision is required for the proposed 
Development, a copy of a survey plan prepared 
by a certified CLSR surveyor or any other plan 
that the Land Stewardship Director considers 
acceptable; 

(l) where reasonably necessary for the proposed 
Development to involve engineering or 
architectural design or review, a letter from a 
Registered Professional certifying that the 
Development complies with generally accepted 
engineering or architectural requirements; 

(m) a signed acknowledgement from the Applicant 
that if a Development Permit is issued, the 
Applicant will allow a Development Officer to 
access the Reserve Lands on which the 
Development will take place to exercise 
inspection powers in accordance with section 18; 

(n) except where the Applicant is MLIB, a signed 
acknowledgment from the Applicant that the 
Applicant is liable for, and releases MLIB from, 
any and all damage, loss, injury or claims 
associated with the Development; and 

(o) any other information, documentation, 
confirmation or acknowledgment that may be 
requested by the Land Stewardship Director. 

8.4 Despite subsection 8.3, the Land Stewardship Director 
may, for any proposed Development, waive the 
requirement to include one or more of the items listed in 
subsection 8.3 in the Development Application. 

8.5 The Land Stewardship Director may provide an 
opportunity for an Applicant to meet with the Land 
Stewardship Director before or after submitting a 
Development Application under this section to facilitate 
the application process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Stewardship Director 
may meet with the Applicant to 
assist with the application process 
(s. 8.5). 
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9. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION REVIEW BY LAND 
STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR 

9.1 Within a reasonable time after receiving a Development 
Application under section 8, the Land Stewardship 
Director must confirm whether all Development 
Application requirements under section 8 have been 
met, and if so, do the following: 

(a) review the First Nations Land Register to 
determine whether there are any charges or 
encumbrances registered against the Reserve 
Lands on which the proposed Development will 
take place; 

(b) refer the Development Application package to 
any MLIB department or staff to provide 
comments on whether the proposed 
Development would be situated on or near a 
culturally significant site; 

(c) refer the Development Application package, 
along with any documentation related to charges 
or encumbrances identified under subparagraph 
(a), to the Land Management Committee for 
comments; 

(d) refer the Development Application package to 
the MLIB public works department and any other 
relevant MLIB department or staff member for 
comments; 

(e) if the Land Stewardship Director considers it 
appropriate, provide notice of the proposed 
Development, and an opportunity for comment, 
to any Persons with charges or encumbrances 
registered against the Reserve Lands on which 
the Development will take place; 

(f) if the Land Stewardship Director considers it 
appropriate, provide notice of the proposed 
Development, and an opportunity for comment, 

Once a Development Application 
is complete, the Land Stewardship 
Director: 

• reviews land records for 
encumbrances on the 
Reserve Lands where the 
Development will occur; 

• seeks input from the MLIB 
departments/staff 
regarding culturally 
significant sites;  

• seeks input from MLIB 
public works and any other 
relevant MLIB department 
or staff; 

• where appropriate, 
provides an opportunity for 
others to comment on the 
Development, such as 
other governments, 
external bodies and 
neighbours; and 

• if the Development will 
result in a big change to 
the Reserve Lands, posts 
public notice of the 
Development for Members 
to comment on. MLIB can 
set out what counts as a 
big change to lands in a 
policy or regulation (s. 9.1). 
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to external bodies, including other governments, 
regulatory bodies or utility providers; 

(g) for Applications related to proposed 
Developments that include subdivision, multi-
family structures or other significant changes in 
density, provide notice of the proposed 
Development and an opportunity for comment 
to all neighbours adjacent to the Reserve Lands 
on which the Development will take place; and 

(h) for Development Applications related to 
proposed Developments that would significantly 
alter Reserve Lands, as may be prescribed in a 
regulation or set out in a policy, post a notice of 
the Development online and in the MLIB 
administration office for Members’ consideration 
and comments. 

9.2 Following the Land Stewardship Director’s review under 
subsection 9.1 , the Land Stewardship Director must 
refer the Development Application package, along with 
any comments received, to the Land Management 
Committee. 

10. REFERRAL TO AND REVIEW BY LAND MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

10.1 Within a reasonable time after receiving a Development 
Application package referral under subsection 9.2, the 
Land Management Committee must: 

(a) review the Development Application, and any 
comments received under subsection 9.1; and 

(b) consider whether to recommend the issuance of 
a Development Permit in respect of the 
proposed Development, taking into account the 
factors set out at subsection 10.2. 

10.2 In assessing a Development Application, the Land 
Management Committee must consider the following 
factors, as applicable: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Stewardship Director 
then sends the Development 
Application and all comments 
received to the Land Management 
Committee (s. 9.2). 

 

Section 10 explains how the Land 
Management Committee reviews 
the Development Application and 
that the committee must make a 
recommendation to Council on 
whether a Development Permit 
should be issued. 
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(a) the promotion of the health, safety, convenience 
and welfare of Members, the MLIB community 
and neighbours adjacent to the Reserve Lands on 
which the Development will take place;  

(b) the well-planned and orderly development of 
Reserve Land generally, and the preservation of 
special features on such land; 

(c) the adequacy of parking on, and access to, the 
Development site; 

(d) impacts on traffic; 

(e) impacts on culturally significant sites; 

(f) whether there are any culturally modified trees 
on the Reserve Lands where the Development 
will take place;  

(g) pollution impacts, including odor, light and air 
pollution;  

(h) impacts on aesthetics, access to sunlight and 
viewpoints of other residences and buildings;  

(i) any non-compliance with MLIB laws, policies or 
the Land Use Plan; 

(j) adequate stormwater management and 
drainage; 

(k) environmental protection and enhancement; 

(l) flooding and erosion measures; 

(m) insurance requirements;  

(n) servicing and utilities needs; 

(o) provision of any community benefits;  

(p) whether the use of the Reserve Lands on which 
the Development will take place aligns with the 
Land Use Zone Designation; 

There are several factors that the 
Land Management Committee 
must consider in relation to the 
Development before making their 
recommendation to Council, 
including:  

• health and safety; 

• environmental impacts; 

• cultural and community 
impacts; 

• traffic, parking, and 
servicing (e.g. energy 
hookup, sewers, water, 
etc.); 

• compatibility with MLIB’s 
Land Use Plan and 
community values; 

• economic benefits and 
long-term sustainability; 

• whether the Development 
aligns with MLIB culture 
and values; 

• whether the Development 
follows MLIB’s other laws 
and policies; and 

• management of 
stormwater, flooding, risk 
of erosion (s. 10.2).  
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(q) design and architectural quality, including 
consistency with any relevant policies and 
guidelines; 

(r) compatibility with MLIB culture and values; 

(s) the conservation of property values; 

(t) impacts and contributions to MLIB economy, 
environment, culture and health; and 

(u) any other factors that may, in the Land 
Management Committee’s opinion, impact 
Members or Reserve Lands generally.  

10.3 The Land Management Committee may request 
additional information from the Applicant if reasonably 
necessary to assess the factors set out in subsection 
10.2. 

10.4 The Land Management Committee may retain a 
Registered Professional or a Consultant to support, or 
carry out, the assessment of a Development Application 
under this section, and the provisions of this section 
shall be read with necessary modifications to reflect that 
the assessment is being carried out by the Registered 
Professional or Consultant. 

10.5 The Land Management Committee may require an 
Applicant to pay or reimburse MLIB for reasonable 
Consultant costs associated with the Registered 
Professional’s or Consultant’s retention where the Land 
Management Committee is of the view that: 

(a) technical expertise is needed to support or carry 
out the assessment of a Development 
Application; 

(b) there are significant cultural or environmental 
concerns associated with the proposed 
Development; or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Management Committee 
may request more information or 
hire professionals or consultants 
to assist with their review (ss. 
10.3-10.4).  

 

 

 

 

The Applicant may be asked to 
cover costs for hiring the 
professional or consultant if the 
expertise was needed to review 
technical or other aspects of the 
Development (s. 10.5). 
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(c) there are other significant concerns associated 
with the proposed Development related to the 
factors set out at subsection 10.2.  

10.6 Where the Land Management Committee intends to 
retain a Registered Professional or a Consultant for 
which it seeks costs under subsection 10.5, the Land 
Management Committee:  

(a) must provide notice to the Applicant of its 
intent; and  

(b) may postpone the review of the Development 
Application by the Registered Professional or 
Consultant until such time as the Applicant has: 

(i) provided a written acknowledgment 
that the Applicant is responsible for 
such costs and will reimburse MLIB as 
necessary; or 

(ii) paid the Registered Professional or 
Consultant fees upfront and in advance 
of the Registered Professional or 
Consultant taking any steps in respect 
of the Development Application. 

10.7 Despite any other provision of this Law, where 
Registered Professional or Consultant costs have been 
incurred in accordance with this section, the Land 
Stewardship Director may refuse to issue a Development 
Permit to an Applicant until such time as the Applicant 
has reimbursed MLIB for such costs. 

11. RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

11.1 Following a Development Application review under 
section 10, the Land Management Committee must: 

(a) prepare a recommendation report to Council, 
setting out its views on whether the 
Development Application should be: 

 

 

 

If the Land Management 
Committee intends to seek this 
expertise, it has to notify the 
Applicant that it is required to 
cover the costs of hiring the 
professional or consultant (para 
10.6(a)).  

The Land Management Committee 
may decide to not review a 
Development Application until the 
Applicant has paid the cost for 
hiring the professional or 
consultant (para 10.6(b)). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land Stewardship Director 
could decide to not issue a 
Development Permit until the 
costs for hiring the professional or 
consultant have been paid (s. 
10.7)). 

Section 11 explains how the Land 
Management Committee prepares 
a recommendation for Council to 
approve, reject or suspend a 
Development Permit after 
reviewing the Development 
Application. 
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(i) approved, and a Development Permit 
issued for the proposed Development;  

(ii) rejected, and no Development Permit 
issued for the Proposed Development; 
or 

(iii) stayed, pending: 

1. the Applicant providing additional 
information, conducting additional 
work or carrying out additional 
measures; or 

2. Member consultation being carried 
in respect of the proposed 
Development; 

(b)  if the recommendation is that the Development 
Application should be approved and a 
Development Permit issued, set out the reasons 
for this recommendation, along with: 

(i) any suggested modifications to the 
proposed Development; or 

(ii) any suggested terms or conditions that 
should attach to the Development 
Permit;  

(c) if the recommendation is that the Development 
Application should be rejected and no 
Development Permit issued, set out the reasons 
for this recommendation; and 

(d) if the recommendation is that the Development 
Application should be stayed, set out the reasons 
for this recommendation, along with any 
recommendations for additional information, 
additional work, additional measures or Member 
consultation. 

The Land Management Committee 
must prepare a written 
recommendation report stating 
whether it recommends that 
Council: 

• approve the application, 

• reject the application, or 

• suspend Council’s 
decision on the 
application until more 
information, work, or 
consultation with 
Members occurs or is 
provided (s. 11.1). 

 

If the Land Management 
Committee recommends 
approving a Development Permit, 
it may also recommend that 
certain conditions be included in 
the Development Permit, or that 
certain changes be made to the 
proposed Development if it is to go 
ahead (para 11.1(b)).   

 
 

The Land Management Committee 
must include in the report its 
reasons for recommending that 
Council reject a Development 
Application (para 11.1(c)).  

When the Land Management 
Committee decides to suspend a 
Development Application, it must 
explain what additional 
information or input from 
Members is needed (para 11.1(d)).  
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11.2 The Land Management Committee must refer the 
Development Application, along with the 
recommendation report prepared under subsection 
11.1, to Council. 

12. COUNCIL DECISION 

12.1 Upon receipt of a Development Application and 
recommendation report under subsection 11.2, Council 
must review the materials and make one of the following 
determinations: 

(a) approve the Development Application and issue 
a Development Permit in respect of the 
Proposed Development, subject to any terms or 
conditions that Council considers appropriate;  

(b) reject the Development Application and decline 
to issue a Development Permit in respect of the 
proposed Development; or 

(c) stay the Development Application for any period 
of time and require: 

(i) the Applicant to provide additional 
information, conduct additional work 
or carry out additional measures; or 

(ii) Member consultation in respect of the 
proposed Development. 

12.2 A determination made under subsection 12.1 must be in 
writing and include reasons. 

12.3 Council must provide the Applicant with a copy of 
Council’s determination under subsection 12.1, along 
with a copy of any Development Permit issued. 

12.4 If Council stays a Development Application under 
subparagraph 12.1(c), Council must, after the 
requirements associated with the stay have been 
completed, make a determination in respect of the 
Development Application under subsection 12.1. 

If Council suspends a 
Development Application, Council 
must make a final decision after 
the Applicant completes the steps 
required by Council (s. 12.4). 

 

Section 13 allows an Applicant to 
request the reconsideration of 
Council’s decision regarding the 
Development Application. This 
request must be made within 14 
days of receiving Council’s 
decision.  

The request for Council’s 
reconsideration must include why 
the Applicant is asking for Council 
to reconsider their decision. The 
Applicant can provide Council 
with supporting documents (s. 
13.2).  

 

 

 

Council may confirm, reverse, or 
change its decision (s. 13.3). 

 

Following its reconsideration of a 
rejected or suspended 
Development Application, Council 
can issue a Development Permit 
and include conditions. Council 
may also make other orders it 
considers appropriate (s. 13.4).  

Council must provide written 
reasons of its reconsideration to 
the Applicant (ss. 13.5-13.6). 

 

The application and 
recommendation report are then 
forwarded to Council for 
decision-making under Section 12 
(s. 11.2). 

Section 12 explains how Council 
makes the decision to approve, 
vary, or suspend a Development 
Application. 

After reviewing the application and 
the Land Management 
Committee’s recommendation 
report, Council must decide 
whether to: 

• approve the Development 
Application and issue a 
Development Permit (with 
any conditions); 

• reject the Development 
Application; or 

• suspend the Development 
Application and require 
further steps be carried 
out before a decision is 
made (s. 12.1). 

 

 

Council’s decision must be in 
writing, must include an 
explanation, and must be given to 
the Applicant along with any 
issued permit (ss. 12.2–12.3). 
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13. RECONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL’S DECISION 

13.1 Within fourteen (14) days of receiving notice of a 
determination made under subsection 12.1, an Applicant 
may apply to Council for a reconsideration of the 
determination by filing a Reconsideration Application in 
accordance with subsection 13.2. 

13.2 A Reconsideration Application: 

(a) must be in the form established by the Land 
Stewardship Director from time to time;  

(b) must set out the grounds on which the 
reconsideration is sought; and 

(c) may include any documentation that is relevant 
to the reconsideration. 

13.3 Upon receiving the Reconsideration Application under 
subsection 13.1, Council must review the application and 
make a determination uphold, vary or overturn its 
determination made under subsection 12.1. 

13.4 If, pursuant to paragraph 13.3, Council overturns its 
determination, Council may: 

(a) issue a Development Permit, subject to any 
terms or conditions that Council considers 
appropriate; or 

(b) make any other order that Council sees fit.  

13.5 A determination made under subsection 13.3 must be in 
writing and include reasons. 

13.6 Council must provide the Applicant with a copy of 
Council’s decision under subsection 13.3,  along with a 
copy of any Development Permit issued. 

14. SIMPLIFIED APPLICATION PROCESS 

14.1 Despite the Development Application and approval 
process set out in Part 3, Council may, by regulation, 

 

Section 13 allows an Applicant to 
request the reconsideration of 
Council’s decision regarding the 
Development Application. This 
request must be made within 14 
days of receiving Council’s 
decision.  

The request for Council’s 
reconsideration must include why 
the Applicant is asking for Council 
to reconsider their decision. The 
Applicant can provide Council 
with supporting documents (s. 
13.2).  

 

 

Council may confirm, reverse, or 
change its decision (s. 13.3). 

 
 

Following its reconsideration of a 
rejected or suspended 
Development Application, Council 
can issue a Development Permit 
and include conditions. Council 
may also make other orders it 
considers appropriate (s. 13.4).  

 

Council must provide written 
reasons for its reconsideration 
decision to the Applicant (ss. 13.5-
13.6). 

Section 14 allows Council to 
create a regulation simplifying the 
Development Application 
requirements and process for 
smaller (minor) Developments (s. 
14.1).  
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prescribe a simplified application and approval process 
for minor Developments on Reserve Lands. 

15. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS WHEN CARRYING OUT A 
DEVELOPMENT 

15.1 Despite any other provision in this Law, a Person who: 

(a) has been issued a Development Permit; or 

(b) is carrying out a Development listed in 
subsection 5.1, 

must, when carrying out the Development, comply with 
the Land Code, the Land Use Plan, the MLIB 
Environmental Management Plan, any applicable MLIB 
policy or regulation and any applicable MLIB, federal or 
provincial law. 

16. NEAT AND ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT SITES 

16.1 Except as otherwise set out in the terms and conditions 
of a Development Permit, a Person carrying out a 
Development must ensure that the site upon which the 
Development is situated is: 

(a) maintained in a neat and orderly fashion; 

(b) does not interfere with the use or enjoyment of 
Reserve Lands by others; and 

(c) cleaned up and, to the extent reasonable taking 
account of the nature of the Development, 
returned to its original state at the end of the 
Development activities. 

PART 4 – ENFORCEMENT 

17. DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

17.1 Council may, by Resolution, appoint one or more person 
as a Development Officer for the purpose of ensuring 
compliance with this Law.  

 

 

 

 

Every Development must follow 
not just the MLIB Development 
Law, but also all applicable laws, 
regulations, plans, and codes of 
MLIB, British Columbia, and 
Canada (s. 15.1).  

 

 

 

 
 

A Person who is carrying out a 
Development needs to keep the 
Development site neat and tidy. 
The Development cannot prevent 
others from enjoying the Reserve 
Lands. Generally speaking, the 
work site must also be cleaned 
and returned to the state it was in 
before the Development (s. 16.1).  

 

 

 

Council may appoint a 
Development Officer to make sure 
people are following this Law (s. 
17.1). If no one has been 
appointed by Council, the Land 
Stewardship Director will carry out 
the role of the Development 
Officer (see definition of 
“Development Officer” at s. 2.1).  
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18. INSPECTION POWERS 

18.1 A Development Officer may, for any purpose related to 
the enforcement of this Law or ensuring compliance 
with the terms and conditions of a Development Permit: 

(a) except as otherwise provided for in the permit, 
enter onto the Reserve Land associated with a 
Development at any reasonable time and 
without notice; and 

(b) inspect the Development. 

18.2 If, pursuant to subsection 18.1, a Development Officer 
enters onto the Reserve Lands associated with a 
Development: 

(a) the Development Officer must, upon request, 
provide proof of their status as a Development 
Officer; and 

(b) any Person carrying out the Development must 
give the assistance reasonably required to 
enable the Development Officer to perform their 
duties under subsection 18.1, including by 
providing any requested documents or access to 
infrastructure. 

18.3  A Person must not prevent or obstruct, or attempt to 
prevent or obstruct, the entry of a Development Officer 
under subsection 18.1 onto any Reserve Lands 
associated with a Development. 

19. STOP WORK ORDERS 

19.1 Where a Development Officer has reasonable grounds to 
believe that a Person is contravening, or is about to 
contravene, a provision of this Law or a term or 
condition of a Development Permit, the Development 
Officer may order, as appropriate: 

(a) that all or some activities related to the 
Development cease; 

 

Section 18 explains the inspection 
powers of Development Officers.  

Generally speaking, a 
Development Officer may enter a 
Development site at any 
reasonable time without notice to 
carry out an inspection (s. 18.1). 

During an inspection the 
Development Officer may: 

• check whether the 
Development follows this 
Law, and 

• check that the work being 
done is allowed under a 
Development Permit, if 
one has been issued (s. 
18.1). 

If asked, the Development Officer 
must show proof that they are a 
Development Officer (para. 
18.2(a)). 

 

Anyone carrying out a 
Development must cooperate with 
the Development Officer during an 
inspection (para. 18.2(b), s. 18.3). 

 

 

Section 19 explains that the 
Development Officer can order 
Development work to stop (“Stop 
Work Order”), and how a Person 
can challenge that order. The goal 
is to quickly deal with unsafe or 
rule-breaking Developments (s. 
19.1). 
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(b) that the Person provide confirmation of a valid 
Development Permit; 

(c) that the Person provide confirmation of an 
Exemption Certificate; 

(d) that the Person provide confirmation that the 
Development is being carried out in compliance 
with the Development Permit; or 

(e) that the Person take any additional measures 
specified by the Development Officer to mitigate 
the effects of any non-compliance.  

19.2 An order issued under subsection 19.1 must be in 
writing and provided to the Person who is contravening, 
or is about to contravene, this Law or a Development 
Permit. 

19.3 Within fourteen (14) days of receiving an order made 
under subsection 19.1, the Person affected by the order 
may apply to Land Management Committee  for a review 
of the order. 

19.4 An application under subsection 19.3: 

(a) must be in the form or manner established by 
the Land Stewardship Director from time to 
time;  

(b) must set out the grounds on which the review is 
sought; and 

(c) may include any documentation that is relevant 
to the review. 

19.5 Upon receiving an application under subsection 19.3, 
Land Management Committee  must review the 
application and make a determination to uphold, vary or 
withdraw the order issued under subsection 19.1. 

19.6 A determination made under subsection 19.5 must be in 
writing and include reasons. 

A Development Officer may issue 
a Stop Work Order if they believe a 
Person is: 

• not following this Law; 

• about to break this Law; or 

• not following a 
Development Permit (s. 
19.1). 

 

 

 

 

 

A Person who receives a Stop 
Work Order may challenge the 
order by seeking a review from the 
Land Management Committee (s. 
19.3). This request must be made 
within 14 days of receiving the 
order (s. 19.3).  

 

The Person seeking the review 
must explain why they believe the 
Stop Work Order should be 
changed or cancelled and may 
include supporting information (s. 
19.4). 

 

After reviewing the request, the 
Land Management Committee 
decides whether to: 

• keep the Stop Work Order 
as it is; 

• amend the order; or 

• cancel the order (s. 19.5). 
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19.7 The Land Management Committee must provide the 
Person who requested the review with a copy of the 
determination issued under subsection 19.5. 

19.8 Despite an application made under subsection 19.3, a 
Person  who requests a review under this section must 
continue to comply with the terms of any order issued 
under subsection 19.1 until such time as that order is 
varied or withdrawn. 

20. SUSPENDING OR REVOKING A DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

20.1 Council may order the revocation or temporary 
suspension of a Development Permit where Council has 
reasonable grounds to believe: 

(a) that the Person who holds the permit is 
contravening, or is about to contravene, a 
provision of this Law or a term or condition of 
the permit; or 

(b) that the permit was issued based on false or 
incorrect information. 

20.2 Council must prepare written reasons for a revocation or 
suspension order issued under subsection 20.1, and 
must include in its written reasons: 

(a) the time period for which the Development 
Permit is suspended; and 

(b) the corrective measures, if any, that must be 
taken to have the Development Permit 
reinstated. 

20.3 Council must provide a copy of the revocation or 
suspension order issued under subsection 20.1, along 
with the written reasons, to the affected Person as soon 
as practicable. 

20.4 Where a Development Permit is revoked under 
subsection 20.1, Council may restrict the Person whose 
permit was revoked from holding another Development 
Permit for up to three (3) years. 

 

Even if a Person asks for a review, 
the Stop Work Order must still be 
followed if, and until the Land 
Management Committee changes 
or cancels it (s. 19.8). 
 

 

 

Council may suspend a 
Development Permit for a period 
of time or cancel it completely if 
Council believes that: 

• the Person holding the 
permit is not following this 
Development Law; 

• the Person is not following 
the terms of their 
Development Permit; or 

• the permit was issued 
based on information that 
was wrong (s. 20.1). 

If a Development Permit is 
suspended, Council will provide 
written reasons and explain: 

• how long the suspension 
will last, and 

• what needs to be done for 
the permit to become valid 
again (ss. 20.2–20.3). 

 

 

Council may stop the Person 
whose Development Permit was 
cancelled from applying for 
another Development Permit for 
up to three years (s. 20.4). 
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20.5 Within fourteen (14) days of receiving an order made 
under subsection 20.1, the Person whose permit was 
revoked may apply to Council for a reconsideration of 
the order. 

20.6 An application under subsection 20.5: 

(a) must be in the form or manner established by 
the Land Stewardship Director from time to 
time;  

(b) must set out the grounds on which the 
reconsideration is sought; and 

(c) may include any documentation that is relevant 
to the reconsideration. 

20.7 Upon receiving of an application for reconsideration 
under subsection 20.5, Council must review the 
application and make a determination to uphold, vary or 
withdraw the order issued under subsection 20.1. 

20.8 A determination made under subsection 20.7 must be in 
writing and include reasons. 

20.9 Council must provide the Person who requested the 
reconsideration with a copy of the determination issued 
under subsection 20.7. 

20.10 Despite an application for reconsideration being made 
under subsection 20.5, a Development Permit remains 
revoked or suspended until such time as that revocation 
or suspension is varied or withdrawn under subsection 
20.7. 

21. OFFENCES 

21.1 A Person who does any of the following commits an 
offence: 

(a) contravenes subsections 4.1, 6.1, 6.6, ,15.1, 16.1, 
18.2(b) or 18.3 of this Law; 

 

A Person whose permit has been 
suspended or cancelled may ask 
Council to reconsider that 
decision within 14 days of the 
receiving the decision (s. 20.5). 

The Person must explain why they 
believe that the suspension or 
cancellation should be changed 
and may include supporting 
information (s. 20.6). 

 

After reviewing the request for 
reconsideration, Council must 
decide whether to: 

• keep the suspension or 
cancellation as it is, 

• amend it; or 

• reverse it entirely (s. 20.7). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Person commits an offence if 
they do any of the following: 

• carry out a Development 
that requires a 
Development Permit 
without having a permit; 
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(b) contravenes the terms or conditions of a 
Development Permit; or 

(c) contravenes the terms or conditions of a stop 
work order issued under subsection 19.1; 

(d) contravenes an order of Council made under 
subsection 20.1; 

(e) makes a statement in a document provided 
under this Law that is false or misleading with 
respect to a material fact; or 

(f) omits to state a material fact in a document 
provided under this Law, the omission of which 
makes the statement false or misleading. 

21.2 Each offence under this Law is a strict liability offence. 

21.3 All offences under this Law are punishable on summary 
conviction and proceedings in respect of such offence 
may be taken under MLIB law or under any other 
applicable federal or provincial laws related to summary 
conviction proceedings. 

21.4 Each calendar day an offence continues will be 
considered a separate offence for which a separate 
penalty may be imposed. 

21.5 A Person who commits an offence under this Law is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of not more than 
five thousand dollars ($5,000) imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding six (6) months, restitution, community 
service and any other means or combination thereof for 
achieving compliance. 

21.6 Nothing in this Law precludes MLIB from pursuing any 
other enforcement action or remedy available at law. 

• fail to get an Exemption 
Confirmation for an 
exempt Development; 

• fail to follow the terms of a 
Development Permit; 

• ignore a Stop Work Order; 
• fail to follow an order 

made by Council to 
suspend or cancel a 
Development Permit; 

• provide information that is 
false or misleading 
regarding an important 
subject in a document; or 

• leave out important 
information in a document 
submitted under this Law 
in a way that makes the 
document misleading (s. 
21.1). 

Offences are summary conviction 
offences and can be punished in 
accordance with applicable laws 
(s. 21.3). 

If an offence continues for more 
than one day, each day counts as 
a separate offence (s. 21.4). 

 

If a Person is found to have 
committed an offence, the penalty 
can include one or more of the 
following (s. 21.5): 

• a fine of up to $5,000; 

• jail time of up to six 
months; 

• paying money to repair 
harm that was caused; or 

• community service. 

 



 

Development Law, MLIB-2026-01 (PLAIN LANGUAGE DRAFT) 
 31 | P a g e  

PART 5 - GENERAL 

22. DELEGATION  

22.1 Despite any other provision in this Law, and with the 
exception of the powers set out at subsections 24.1 and 
25.1, Council may delegate to another Person, including 
for certainty the Land Stewardship Director, any of 
Council’s powers and duties under this Law. 

22.2 The Land Stewardship Director may delegate any of the 
Land Stewardship Director’s powers and duties under 
this Law to another Person. 

22.3 Where Council or the Land Stewardship Director 
delegates a power or duty set out in a provision of this 
Law to another Person, the provision must be read with 
necessary modifications to reflect that the power or duty 
is being exercised by that other Person. 

23. PROVISION OF DOCUMENTS 

23.1 Unless otherwise indicated, any document that is 
required or allowed to be provided to a Person under 
this Law must be provided in at least one of the 
following ways: 

(a) a document to an individual may be provided by: 

(i) sending a copy of the document by 
ordinary mail, registered mail, or 
courier to the actual or last known 
address of the individual; 

(ii) leaving a copy of the document with 
the individual; 

(iii) leaving a copy of the document 
addressed to the individual at the 
Individual’s place of residence with a 
Person who provides photo 
identification showing they are over 

 

 

 

Council and the Land Stewardship 
Director can pass many of their 
responsibilities under this Law to 
other people (ss. 22.1-22.2). 
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eighteen (18) years of age and who resides with the individual; 

(iv) leaving a copy of the document in a mailbox or mail slot for the 
address at which the individual resides; 

(v) by attaching a copy of the document to a door or other conspicuous 
place at the address at which the individual resides; or 

(vi) sending a copy of the document by email to the email address 
provided by the individual; 

(b) a document to a corporation, business, or society may be provided by: 

(i) sending a copy of the document by ordinary mail, registered mail, or 
courier to the registered office of the corporation, business or society; 

(ii) leaving a copy of the document with an officer, senior management 
officer, director, or other executive officer of the corporation, 
business, or society; or 

(iii) sending a copy of the document by email to the email address 
provided by the corporation, business or society;  

(c) document to a partnership may be provided by: 

(i) sending a copy of the document by ordinary mail, registered mail, or 
courier to the business office or registered office of the partnership; 

(ii) leaving a copy of the document with a partner or other executive 
officer of the partnership; or 

(iii) sending a copy of the document by email to the email address 
provided by the partnership; and 

(d) a document to MLIB may be provided by: 

(i) sending a copy of the document by ordinary mail, registered mail, or 
courier to the mailing address of MLIB or to the administrative office 
of the MLIB; 
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(ii) leaving a copy of the document with an 
elected official or administrative officer 
of MLIB; or 

(iii) sending a copy of the document by 
email to the email address provided by 
MLIB. 

24. REGULATIONS  

24.1 Council may, by Resolution, make regulations associated 
with this Law, including regulations: 

(a) related to Development on culturally significant 
sites on Reserve Lands;  

(b) related to Developments on Reserve Lands that 
involve cargo containers;  

(c) related to minor Developments on Reserve Land; 
and 

(d) prescribing Development Application Fees, 

24.2 Council may, by Resolution, establish forms, policies, 
protocols or other related documentation to support this 
Law. 

24.3 A copy of all regulations prescribed under this Law, and 
any forms, policies, protocols or other related 
documentation established under subsection 24.2, must 
be maintained by the Land Stewardship Director and 
made available for viewing, and distribution upon 
request. 

25. AMENDMENTS 

25.1 Council may, by Resolution, make minor amendments to 
this Law that do not change the substance of this Law, 
including: 

(a) amending the preamble or vision statement; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council may make regulations to 
deal with specific Development 
issues, including: 

• Development on culturally 
significant sites; 

• Development that involves 
cargo containers; 

• Minor types of 
Development; and 

• Fees for Development 
Applications (s. 24.1) 

The Land Stewardship Director 
must keep copies of all regulations 
and any updates to them and 
make them available for viewing or 
distribution upon request (s. 24.3). 
 

 

 

 

Council may make minor changes 
to the law via band council 
resolution (BCR) instead of the 
normal law enactment process, as 
long as those changes do not 
change the meaning of the law (s. 
25.1).  
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(b) changes necessary to clarify the drafting of 
provisions; 

(c) correcting grammatical or typographical errors; 
and 

(d) changes required to address inconsistencies with 
the Framework Agreement. 

25.2 For greater certainty, all other amendments to this Law 
must be in accordance with section 8.1 of the Land 
Code. 

26. IMMUNITY 

26.1 No action for damages lies or may be instituted against an 
Immune Person for: 

(a) anything said or done or omitted to be said or 
done by that Immune Person in the performance 
or intended performance of the Immune Person’s 
duty or the exercise of their authority under this 
Law; or 

(b) any alleged neglect or default in the performance 
or intended performance of the Immune Person’s 
duty, or in the exercise of the Immune Person’s 
authority under this Law. 

26.2 An Immune Person is not liable for any damages or other 
loss, including economic loss, sustained by any Person or 
to the property of any Person, as a result of neglect or 
failure, for any reason, to discover or detect the 
commission of any offence under this Law or any other 
MLIB law, or from the neglect or failure, for any reason or 
in any manner, to enforce, not enforce, or not have the 
ability to enforce, this Law or any other MLIB law. 

26.3 Subsections 26.1 and 26.2 do not provide a defence to an 
Immune Person if: 

(a) an Immune Person has, in relation to the conduct 
that is the subject matter of the action, been 
guilty of dishonesty, gross negligence, or 
malicious or willful misconduct; or 

Any changes that go beyond these 
minor updates must follow the 
process set out in the Land Code. 
This ensures that major changes 
receive the proper review and 
approval (s. 25.2). 

 

 

 
Council members, employees, 
and others working for MLIB 
cannot be sued for actions taken 
when they are doing their jobs 
under this Law (s. 26.1). 

These people are not personally 
responsible for damages if harm 
results from: 

• actions they took while 
carrying out their duties 
under the law; 

• decisions they made while 
using the authority given to 
them; 

• failing to discover an 
offence under this Law; 

• deciding whether or not to 
enforce the Law, or being 
unable to enforce it (ss. 
26.1–26.2) 

However, this protection does not 
apply if the protected Person: 

• acted dishonestly; 

• was grossly negligent; 

• caused harm on purpose; 
or 

• is being sued for 
defamation (s. 26.3) 
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(b) the cause of action is libel or slander. 

26.4 All actions against an Immune Person for the unlawful 
doing of anything that: 

(a) is purported to have been done by an Immune 
Person under the powers conferred by this Law or 
any MLIB law; and 

(b) might have been lawfully done by an Immune 
Person if acting in the manner established by law, 

must be commenced within sixty (60) days of the cause 
of action arising, or within a further period designated by 
Council in a particular case, but not afterwards. 

26.5 A Person commencing an action against an Immune 
Person must provide MLIB and the Immune Person with 
notice in writing, setting out the time, place and manner in 
which the damage was sustained within thirty (30) days 
from the date on which the damage was allegedly 
sustained. 

26.6 If the Person commencing an action against an Immune 
Person fails to provide MLIB and the Immune Person with 
notice as required under subsection 26.5, the action must 
be struck and the Immune Person will not be liable for 
damages. 

27. ENACTMENT 

1.1 This Law comes into force on the day of its enactment, 
being [date]. 

  

 

The Law sets strict time limits for 
lawsuits against Council 
members, employees, and others 
working for MLIB carrying out their 
duties under this Law: 

• a lawsuit must usually be 
started within 60 days of 
the issue arising (s. 26.4); 
and 

• notice of the issue must be 
given within 30 days (s. 
26.5). 
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BE IT KNOWN that this Law entitled the Development Law, MLIB-2026-[x], was/is hereby: 

Tabled a first time by the Council of McLeod Lake Indian Band at a duly convened meeting held on 
the _____day of_______________, 2026; 

Posted in public places on McLeod Lake Indian Band Land or posted through social media on the 
_____ day of _______________ 2026; 

Tabled a second time by the Council of McLeod Lake Indian Band at a duly convened meeting open 
to all McLeod Lake Indian Band Members held on the _____day of _______________, 2026; and 

Signed by the following Members of Council who were present at the duly convened meeting 
wherein this Development Law, MLIB-2026-[x] was enacted in accordance with subsection 7.4 of 
the McLeod Lake Indian Band Land Code. 

  

Chief Harley Chingee    

Councillor Jane Inyallie   Councillor Shelby Mitchell 

 

Councillor Sonya Solonas 

 

  Councillor Jodie Ware 

 

Councillor Anita Vallee 

 

  Councillor Hugh Tweed 
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