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 Land Stewardship 

Yask’eh – (Winter)  
Meh tun tun chi – Time of the Ice Getting Thicker (December) 

REPORT TO MEMBERSHIP 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Destiny Bear & Tony Inyallie  
& Kennedy Siding Caribou 

 Upcoming Events:  
 
➢ MLIB Community Engagement Meeting 

o January 24th, 2026 

o Courtyard by Marriott (9am-3pm) 

▪ Education (childcare needs and 

future plans for community 

members to access childcare) 

▪ Lands (DRAFT MLIB Development 

law, Member Interest Law) 

You can join online through 

Microsoft Teams  

➢ Join the meeting 

➢ January 24th, 2026 

➢ 9:00 am-3:00 pm  

➢ Meeting ID: 281 945 929 449 35  

➢ Passcode: Rg3Ci6tr  

 
 
 
 

‘udustl’us lhughe 

(paper 1) 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NmEwNjZhNzYtMDFiOC00N2FjLWJiYzktNmE0NjliYzY4ZmJh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2265a69aea-65b5-4d62-906b-2ef647881d92%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a6e30e2d-fda1-491e-bf2d-69e963930d7a%22%7d


          
  

  
Eran Spence, foraging for  
mushrooms at Morfee Lake 
 
 

          
Nathan Prince, out on the Traditional Territory 
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(Paper 2) 

 

 Eran Spence, Sr Land Referral Officer:  
 

Assessing proposed industrial developments within 
MLIB’s Traditional Territory for potential effects on fish 
and wildlife habitat and MLIB’s Treaty Rights and 
working collaboratively with industrial proponents and 
the provincial and federal governments to determine 
the best path forward on how to mitigate those 
potential effects. Working collaboratively with the 
governments and other Treaty 8 Nations on legislative 
revisions, updating Management Plans, addressing 
cumulative effects, and fish and wildlife habitat 
restoration and enhancement projects.  
 

 Nathan Prince, TLU Coordinator: 
 

I have worked in a number of capacities for McLeod 
Lake Indian Band since 1998 when we were finishing 
the drafting of our Treaty. I am currently our Traditional 
Land Use Coordinator so typically I review permits 
submitted by the Province and by industries and 
determine whether or not they will impact our Treaty 8 
Rights to hunt and harvest without unreasonable 
interference. 
I was initially hired to create our database system, 
digitize about 15 years’ worth of traditional land use 
studies and begin reviewing permit applications. I have 
also been engaging with our communities and members 
over the past 9 years offering information on all 
numbers of industry projects within our Traditional 
Territory. Every Friday we are also out in the field 
looking for signs of wildlife, assessing environmental 
habitats and yes, taking a lot of pictures of moose pooh 
and bear tracks! 
I am currently working on Land Use Planning initiatives 
with the Province and other participating Treaty 8 
Nations, which is why I have been hosting mapping 
information sessions lately in both McLeod Lake, Prince 
George and now online with Teams meetings (Dinner & 
a Meeting with Nathan and Eran!). We want to protect 
your harvesting and hunting areas as much as possible. 
Email me if you have areas on the map you would like 
to see protection measures placed on! 
We are also kicking off our Environmental Livelihoods 
survey study so email me if you have been picking 
berries, fishing, or hunting within our Traditional 
Territory! Looking forward to hearing from you all! 
 
 



          
 
  

  
Sandra Shook 
LROreception@mlib.ca  
 
 
 

 
Manny Pirabi 
LROfinancae@mlib.ca  
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(Paper 3) 

 

 Sandra Shook, LRO Clerk:  
 

 
Job Description 

• Provide daily administrative and clerical support 
to the Land Referral team. 

• Prepare, format, and manage a range of 
documents including correspondence, reports, 
and referral files. 

• Oversee data entry, scanning, and maintain 
digital and physical filing systems. 

• Coordinate staff travel arrangements and assist 
with scheduling and meeting planning. 

• Coordinate with Finance regarding necessary 
documents and paperwork ensuring industry-
related paperwork is complete. 

• Support the Land Stewardship Director and team 
with additional administrative tasks as needed. 

Land Guardian Program  
• Oversee registration and compliance of program. 
• Coordinate safety training of Land Guardians. 
• Prepare and manage documentation for Land 

Guardian requests from Industry. 
• Organize the coordination of Land Guardians 

joining crews on projects. 
• Prepare payables documents and submit to 

Finance. 
 
 
 

 Manny Pirabi, LRO Finance Coordinator: 
 

• Coordinates all LRO finances, including invoicing 
proponents. 

mailto:LROreception@mlib.ca
mailto:LROfinancae@mlib.ca


          
 
  

  
 

 
Lionel Chingee  
referrals3@mlib.ca  

 
Shayla Hartley 
referrals@mlib.ca  
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(Paper 4) 

 

 Lionel Chingee, Forestry Referrals Officer:  
 

Good afternoon I am Lionel Chingee I have been with the 
lands department for the last year. I have been in forest 
industry for 19 years working with RPF’s like Ryan bichon, 
Essa Etellma, in the previous forestry department. I have 
experience in planning and layout such as block boundaries 
and road layout. And now I work alongside Shayla Hartley, 
doing the forestry referrals in the MLIB territory that 
includes the PG forest district and the South Peace District 
in the peace region. We look out for wildlife such as 
moose, bears, elk, caribou, etc. We make sure that 
companies follow our guidelines. So, the forest has a 
chance to be productive for future generations can play, 
hunt,  and gather food without any distractions or 
interference from industries.  
 

 Shayla Hartley, Forestry Referrals Officer: 
Assess proposed forestry activities within the McLeod Lake 

Indian Band (MLIB) Traditional Territory and consult with 

the Ministry of Forests and industry representatives on 

behalf of the Band.  Ensure the consultation process 

protects members’ inherent and Treaty 8 rights and 

upholds the community’s ecological, cultural, traditional, 

and land-stewardship values. 

Compare the Nation’s cultural and ecological data with 

proposed development plans to identify and safeguard 

areas of importance, including camps, traplines, 

watersheds, hunting and foraging sites, undisturbed 

forests, old-growth stands, and key wildlife habitat for 

species such as caribou and moose. Ensure that proposed 

practices reflect the Nation’s stewardship values and 

standards. Work with Tse’Khene Timber and Sekani Forest 

Products to develop a Forest Stewardship Plan that aligns 

with and represents the Nation’s priorities. 

Collaborate with the Ministry of Forests, Tse Keh Dene, and 

Kwadacha Nation to help build a Forest Landscape Plan 

that reflects the values of each Nation whose lands fall 

within the TSA  

I would like to express my deep gratitude to the 

community of McLeod Lake and the McLeod Lake Indian 

Band organization for the opportunity to work on your 

behalf. I take my role as a representative very seriously and 

remain committed to supporting the protection of your 

rights, lands, and values.  
 

mailto:referrals3@mlib.ca
mailto:referrals@mlib.ca


          
 
  

  
Yolande Ellis 
landscoordinator@mlib.ca  
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 Yolande Ellis, Land Management Coordinator:  
 

 
 I am thrilled to help safeguard MLIB’s 22 reserves, 2 

fee simple lots, and 8 provincial Section 16 Map 
Reserves as a proud legacy for future generations, 
guided by the Band’s strength, vision, and mission. I 
lead the implementation of the Environmental 
Management Plan and Land Use Plan, making sure 
our outcomes stay aligned with MLIB’s strategic 
goals. I coordinate the Land Management Committee 
with enthusiasm—preparing agendas, 
recommendations, follow-up actions, and refreshed 
Terms of Reference under the 2022 Land Code 
Amendment. I review and support updates to the 
Land Code and all environmental and land 
governance laws, while helping draft and revise key 
laws such as Environmental Protection, 
Development, Animal Control, Trespass, the Forestry 
Code, the Member Allotment Law, and other 
emerging governance tools. I am excited to serve as 
an appointed Enforcement Officer under the 
Enforcement & Prosecution Law (2025) and Animal 
Control Officer under the Animal Control Law (2011), 
helping strengthen community safety. I am working 
to ensure all MLIB laws include clear enforcement 
mechanisms,  and strong administrative processes. 
As Registrar of the Land Registry, I happily manage 
leases, allotments, transfers, and all land information 
systems. I oversee the Development Permit process, 
land inspections, and compliance tracking, and I 
administer the Animal Control Program, including 
leading the Spay, Neuter & Vaccination Program. I 
prepare monthly reports, support community 
engagement on land laws and zoning, I maintain 
transparent communication, and manage records, 
notices, policy updates, and forms. I also liaise with 
federal, provincial, and First Nations partners, 
support tax administration under the FNFMA, pursue 
and manage grants, and oversee departmental 
budgeting with energy and pride. 

mailto:landscoordinator@mlib.ca


          
 
  

  
 

 
Bianca Prince 
landguardian@mlib.ca  
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 Bianca Prince, Land Guardian Coordinator:  
 

 
Job Description Land Guardian Coordinator 
• Oversees monitoring of our Indian Reserves lands 
and waters.  
• Conducts regular patrols to ensure protection of 
cultural, ecological, and community values.  
• Supports community members through land-based 
concerns and reporting processes. 
• Coordinates with internal departments, external 
partners, and project teams. 

 Animal Control Enforcer 
 • Responds to animal control concerns within the 
community. 
 • Promotes public safety and humane animal 
management practices. 
 • Ensures compliance with community animal-related 
policies and bylaws.  

B.C. Hydro Liaison (Temporary)  
• Works directly with B.C. Hydro on ongoing and 
upcoming projects within the territory. 
• Represents community interests and ensures project 
impacts are communicated and addressed.  
• Facilitates site access, coordination, and field 
support where needed.  

Project Partnerships First Nations Fisheries Council 
(FNFC)  
• Collaborates on fisheries-related projects and 
initiatives in territorial waters.  
• Supports stewardship, monitoring, and protection of 
aquatic resources.  
• Works on fish and wildlife projects that support 
habitat, waterways, and species          health. 
• Assists with fieldwork, coordination, reporting, and 
community involvement. 

Collaborates With Conservation Officers and B.C. 
Parks 
• 101 Land Guardian Training on how to report  

mailto:landguardian@mlib.ca


 

          
 
  

  
 
 

       Cheryl Chingee 
Chair & Member, term 2023-2029 

       Tina Van Der Ree 
Member, term 2023-2029 

       Corinna Courtoreille 
 Member, term 2025-2029 

       Jeremiah Reno 
Member, term 2025-2026 

       Brian Rivard 
Member, term 2025-2026 
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 Land Management Committee:  
 

Our MLIB Land Management Committee (LMC) meets 
monthly during their regular scheduled meeting, to go 
over development permit applications, environmental 
assessments, financials for the lands department, and 
Band Member concerns on the land.  They also have 
special meetings to help with things, such as land use 
plan updates and land code amendments (in the past) 
and now are working on draft laws that will go to 
community such as: draft MLIB Development Law, 
MLIB Environmental Protection Law, and MLIB 
Residential Tenancy Law.  They will be meeting with 
members on January 24th in Prince George (details to 
follow) for the draft Development Law presentation, 
and lands is posting this on the website on Dec 15th for 
a sneak peak and input. 
 
 
 

 



 

          
 

  
 

 
Tania Solonas, at Kerry Lake where it all started with 
our original blockade in the last 1980s 
landstewardship@mlib.ca  
 

 
Overlooking McLeod Lake from Carp Lake Road 
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 Tania Solonas, Land Stewardship Director:  
 

 

       I am grateful to share this photo of me out on the 
land—a place that grounds us, teaches us, and 
connects us to who we are as McLeod Lake Indian 
Band members. Being on the land reminds me daily of 
the responsibility we carry to protect it, not only for 
ourselves but for the generations yet to come. 
 
In my role as Land Stewardship Director, my work is 
guided by the values of respect, care, and reciprocity. I 
strive to: 
•  Support our members in maintaining strong 
relationships with the land and waters. 
•  Ensure our stewardship practices reflect both 
traditional knowledge and modern approaches. 
•  Advocate for MLIB’s interests in land 
management decisions at every level. 
•  Protect the integrity of our lands so they 
remain healthy and abundant for future generations. 
•  Have a voice at the government to government,  
proponent and internal department tables when it 
comes to caribou recovery, forest landscape planning, 
referrals and building on Band land.  The goal is to 
protect the land, environment and rights of our 
People. 
 
This photo reflects that commitment. It is not just 
about me—it is about all of us, standing together with 
the land as our relative, ensuring it continues to 
sustain and nurture our people. 
 
In land stewardship, the role is to oversee the MLIB 
Traditional Territory (through the Land Referral 
Office), ensure that our governing land laws are 
followed for our 22 reserve lands and 2 fee simple 
properties (through Land Management and Land 
Guardian programs). 
 
With respect and gratitude, 
 
Tania Solonas 
Land Stewardship Director, McLeod Lake Indian Band 
 
 

mailto:landstewardship@mlib.ca

